Group B streptococcal infections of the central nervous system in infants with myelomeningocele.
Three cases of group B streptococcal infection of the central nervous system (CNS) occurred among 147 neonates treated for myelomeningocele at The Children's Hospital in Boston from 1970 to 1985. This pathogen was responsible for one third of the nine CNS infections noted in these patients over the 15-year study period. All three children with group B streptococcal CNS infections subsequently required multiple CNS shunting procedures and prolonged hospitalizations. Two children suffered major neurological sequelae. In neonates with myelomeningocele, group B streptococci have direct access to the CNS, perhaps explaining the high incidence of serious meningitis and ventriculitis in this population. Antibiotic prophylaxis for early myelomeningocele repair should be adjusted accordingly.